And unto God the Lord belong the issues of death

BUILDINGS STAND by the benefit of their foundations

that sustain them, support them; and of their buttresses

that comprehend them, embrace them ;   and of their

contignations that knit and unite them. The foundation

suffers them not to sink ;   the buttresses suffer them

not to swerve ;   the contignation and knitting, suffer

them not to cleave. The body of our building is in the

former part of this verse ; it is this ; He that is our God,

is the God of salvation;   ad salutes, of salvations in the

plural, so it is in the original ;  the God that gives us

spiritual  and  temporal  salvation   too.  But  of   this

building, the foundation, the buttresses, the contignation

are in this part of the verse, which constitutes our text,

and in the three diverse acceptations of the words

amongst our expositors, Unto God the Lord belong the issues

of death.  For, first the foundation of this building,

(that our God is the God of all salvation) is laid hi this,

That unto this God the Lord belong the issues of death; that is,

it is his power to give us an issue and deliverance;

even then when we are brought to the jaws and teeth of

death, and to*the lips of that whirlpool, the grave;

and so in this acceptation, this exitus mortis, this issue

of death is liberatio a morte, a deliverance from death;
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